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WILD ESCAPE
AT CAMPBELTOWN MUSEUM

The Culture Heritage and Arts Assembly, Argyll and Isles
(CHARTS), in partnership with Live Argyll, welcomes you
to celebrate the work created by local schools as part

of The Wild Escape 2023, hosted by the Art Fund and
supported by Museums Galleries Scotland.

The Wild Escape is a UK nationwide programme that is
designed to boost families’ engagement with museums
and has been inspired by the recent David Attenborough
series on BBC One, Wild Isles, with hundreds of
museums and schools celebrating wildlife and creativity
across the UK.

At Campbeltown Museum, The Wild Escape was

led by artist Kirsten Millar and supported by Muriel
MacKaveney, on behalf of CHARTS and Live Argyll. The
Project engaged local schools to explore the museum's
wildlife collection. This included inviting Castlehill in
Campbeltown, Gigha Primary and Clachan Primary in
North Kintyre, to learn about Campbeltown Museum'’s
taxidermy collection with talks from local historian
Angus Martin and Nancy Stewart, Master’s Ecology
Student at the University of Glasgow. This special edition
magazine features all creative responses from The Wild
Escape, ranging from painting to poetry created by each
school pupil.

The Wild Escape was made possible at Campbeltown
Museum with funding from the Arts Council England'’s
National Lottery Project Grants and has been further
supported in Argyll by Bord na Gaidhlig and Argyll and
Bute Council.
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The gannet’s expedition
My home, a cold, cold place far, far away.

7 miss the whistling of the wind rushing
past, the occasional talking of humans.

But soon there was war, enemies.
The smell of nature, flowers then fuel, fire

And the screech, boom from weapons
ripping the trees and clouds below.

When I escaped I discovered aircraft.
Big metal birds tearing the peace apart.
Civilisation is too busy anyway.

I wish for a new (ife away from war,
planes and civilisation.

Iwish for a place (ike home. Calim but not
too quiet.

An undeveloped quiet world where I can
find peace at last.

Clachan
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The Barn Owl
T came from deep, deep in the woods.
TIn a hollow tree.
T miss the wide, open spaces.
T wiss my family and friends.

T see houses upon houses.

T am going to see if T can find my howme,

I’ looking for my family and friends.
T am afraid of everything
Becanse everything is different.

T am going back +o +he woods.

Clachan
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The Secret Life of Birds

By Billy J

My species started a long time ago in a place far, far away...
| have seen amazing sights of the world.
| have listened to the wind blowing through my feathers.
But | miss my home and my family.
| want to see them again.
| am heading home at last.
| am searching for food, shelter, for somewhere to rest.

But | fear the Predators are tracking me down, hoping for a feast of their
own.

| am also worried about leading them to my family to give them an even
bigger feast.

But | am clever.
| can knock them off my trail.

| can out smart them, beat them at their own game.

The future holds a promise of new food, new hunting grounds, a new life.

Clachan P6

Once there was a bean goose who was rather
dumb she kept laying eggs but when she came
back there wasn’t any eggs. So she went to her
friend Dumpy and said my egg keep
disappearing, when | came back to my nest
there is no eggs. It’s because you are leaving
them and they are getting eaten, go and tell Jeff
he will know because he is 157 years old said
Dumpy.
Then she went to Jeff and said Jeff my eggs are
getting eaten when | go away and came back.
Well you have to stay with your eggs so they
don’t get eaten, stay with your until the eggs
Hatch said Jeff.

So sad that she had to sit on the eggs, she went
back and laid more eggs and after 35 days
small goslings were hatched and Susan was so

happy.
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The Puffin’s Journey.

| miss my family who | lost in a place far away.
Humans and hunters have slain them.
| was forced to flee for my life.
| am on my way to a new home.
I have seen many amazing things on my way.
| am eating everything | can find.

I am thinking of what the future holds for me and family.
I remember the...the storm on my way.
There was thunder and lightning, massive waves.
I thought | was going to die.

I closed my eyes.

I'saw pictures of my family and me in my head.

And that was the moment | forgot about everything | have experienced
in my life,

Even my family.
I'woke up and started flying again.
I made it.
I started building a new nest.
Weeks later | had four babies.
Days later | went hunting for food and...

And | remembered everything | had forgotten so long ago.

Clachan P5
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The Fieldfare
I've come from Russia, cold and frozen.
My home has been ransacked.
It's been destroyed.
| miss it so much.
I've left behind my family.
I've seen life, yet I've not had any.
| am looking forward to starting my life.
| am going to find a new place to build a nest.
| will fine berries to eat.

The future means starting again.

Castlehill P5/4
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Ocean Cries

The distant cries of my family:

| need to take care of my family, and my

home

The fresh ocean air is beautiful, but
somehow different:

| fear cats and the world, all the world
| fear beyond today:

| don’t know why, [ just do

| won’t eat, nothing, not until | feed my
family |

Seeing my family would be a dream:

Castlehill P5/4

The Barn Owl

A hundred year hollow tree, long ago.

Gigha
g Clachan I have left my home now.
My hollow tree has been chopped down.
It is no longer there.
I miss my hundred year old home,
My shelter from the human world.
I miss my family who have been killed by the hunters.
I'm going to find my new home, my new shelter.
I've been searching for days.
I am afraid of not finding a new home.
I am afraid of the hunters.
They are trying to kill me.
I will have to eat what I find, seeds and mice.
I have seen hunters with guns.
I smell danger.
I hear them searching for me.
I am looking forward to finding my new home.

A safe place to be.

Clachan P4




: e puffin woke up in his%ikey medium size nest,
~ with enough room to fit two fully grown puffins, he noticed
that his brother was missing.

| He was éonfused and worried, was he just having an early
breakfast or was he in serious trouble?

The puffin thought he would get some breakfast, he
thought he was probably just paranoid. He searched
around the island and realised that he was in serious
danger. So he left to look for him. As he flew he saw
houses and paths and a sack barrow. He swooped down
and looked closer, they didn't look the same as they use
to. The paths were black with white lines on them and the
sack barrows had windows and a pipe at the back, they
moved with no horses. It was really confusing, everything
looked different. He flew past that to a forest in search of
his brother, he saw his brother in a cage in a cave. His
brother called to him, ‘get me out!’ A man was there his
name was Dan Ger he said, ‘no one is here, | will prove
penguins are here’ the man left.

Puffin looked at his brother,’” | don't think he knows we are
puffins not penguins!’ He freed his brother and they flew
fo the village.

The houses no longer hqd fhcﬁched roofs, they had glass
in the windows, they were two stories tall and were made
of bricks not wood. The sack barrows were not sack y

they were something called cars, whatever that

Gigha P5
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10. Canten you wines oo -
have settees | was just with different people with different every iy -
different is it from the grass understand and the animals .

11. Side the house says false was different humans had different clothes do not
worry because Christmas still existed at that time Santa Claus was called Saint
Nick.

12. Story of the snake i 100 years see everything is very different.
Woke up one morning around my eggs and | saw the eggs was hatching in my [
head | said this is the best day of my life but you then eggs stopped but then the 16|
shell burst open | said good morning my little baby X | hope you have a
wonderful birthday and your hearts will blister and | said | need to get some
food for you as my little babies then my husband came back and said | brought
dinner and he opened his mouth White as it can go and he said the eggs wr
hatched and | said yes my dear said that your name then and | said no | was

waiting for you to come back for me to name them together and | said are did
you bring enough food for all of us yes my dear he said then they ate with their
little babies and then they went to name their channels now there is thanks was
called snowflake Nina Ken last not least Matthew . There Babies Snakes wasn'’t
* Babysnakes much longer they was now kids snakes morning your dad said
Think you're old enough to go and come with me to go exploring all said yes
dad then say all list except from me | went to go and find some food .for this
forest here's something | came to our fish they pick my BDI out and | saw | never
saw before people and | said oh no they'll be back by now | went back home |
when | got there Family was not there did a little longer and then | thought
maybe they got captured went to the people one more time but then | saw they
was in a cage people was taking then gave me a big Dick | said | have to rescue
I jumped out the bush and asked at them and they jumped in the air but then
they got their tools spiky things then they tried to stab me with them | moved
out the way just in time then One was running away scared and then that left
what to get then never last one said get away you monster in frightening tone it
aid isolating too age where my family boss kept said oh you're looking for your

Gigha
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There was once a trapped puffin. The puffin was
trapped in a cage on the beach close to the water.
There is little fish swimming about the water it was
a nice navy blue colour of sea.The sun started to
rise. The sand was a nice gold colour.The puffin
was in a nice tropical island In the Atlantic

- Ocean.Then a little girl came up and said to me why
are you in a cage next to the sea on aisland and |
said a man got me in a

Gigha Clachan P4
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THANKYOU TO EVERYONE
WHO TOOK PART!

DISCOVER MORE ABOUT
LIVE ARGYLL, CHARTS
AND ARTS AND HERITAGE
IN ARGYLL!

Keep up to date:

Website: https://www.chartsargyllandisles.org/
Instagram: chartsargyllandisles

Twitter: CHARTArgyllisle

Facebook: CHArts Argyll and Isles
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